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Editorial  Comments 

You  may  be  reading  this  magazine  for  the  first  time,  or  for  the 
first  time  in  a long  time.  Thanks  to  a special  arrangement  with 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  we  have  published  a special 
NPYM  section  in  the  center  pages.  This  supplement  is  an  at- 
tempt to  tell  more  people  in  NPYM  about  how  their  yearly 
meeting  works  and,  perhaps,  acquaint  them  with  the  magazine. 

*** 

In  the  body  of  the  magazine,  two  Friends  write  about  nuclear 
issues.  The  word  "nuclear"  as  it  pertains  to  atomic  energy  is  a 
distressing  one  for  many  Friends.  Nuclear  weapons  prolifera- 
tion, storage  of  nuclear  waste,  nuclear  power — Friends  have 
great  concerns  about  these  subjects.  In  this  issue  Albert  Jones 
discusses  the  storage  of  radioactive  waste  at  Yucca  Mountain, 
near  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  and  Stanley  Thompson  considers  the 
safety  of  nuclear  power. 

Nuclear  issues  are  only  the  beginning  of  this  magazine.  Have 
you  ever  slept  in  a yurt  with  a bunch  of  kids?  What  do  you  want 
from  your  social  order  committee?  Have  you  ever  thought  about 
how  your  location  affects  how  you  pray?  How  do  you  listen  for 
truth?  And  there's  more,  including  reports  from  five  regional 
reporters. 


In  April  the  board  of  directors  of  Friends  Bulletin  met  at  the 
Mountain  View  meeting  house  in  Denver.  As  these  six  Friends 
from  three  yearly  meetings  wrestled  with  the  tough  issues 
facing  the  magazine — especially  the  rising  costs  of  postage, 
printing,  and  paper — it  seemed  to  me  that  the  magazine  was 
closer  to  truly  representing  all  of  us. 


This  magazine  is  yours,  whether  you're  reading  it  for  the 
first  time  or  have  been  a subscriber  for  30  years.  If  you  like  what 
you've  been  reading  it's  because  so  many  Friends  are  involved. 
The  magazine  is  a community  effort  of  Friends  in  the  West.  So 
many  Friends  take  part:  They  subscribe;  they  write;  they  illus- 
trate, they  contribute.  A special  small  group  of  Friends  serve  on 
the  board  of  directors,  keep  the  mailing  list  and  financial 
records,  proofread  copy,  and  help  with  labeling  and  mailing.  I 
may  be  by  myself  at  the  computer  right  now,  but  I'm  far  from 

alone.  My  support  staff  is  all  of  you.  ■ . 

~Y\a^/ | L 

Cover  Photograph  courtesy  of  The  Evergreen  State  College,  Olympia, 

Washington. 
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I want  a Religion* 

by  Michael  Dunn,  Inland  Valley  Meeting 

I want  a religion  where  it  is  accepted  that  all  of  the 
Earth  is  sacred;  where  we  believe  there  is  that  of  God  in 
all  Creation;  a religion  with  a Genesis  story  that  is 
based  on  our  understanding  (from  modern  cosmol- 
ogy) of  the  origin  of  the  universe. 

I want  a religion  that  is  rooted  in  God's  creation.  A 
religion  that  recognizes  the  genetic  relatedness  of  hu- 
mankind to  other  life  forms  on  Earth.  I want  a religion 
that  recognizes  the  inter-relatedness  of  our  concern  for 
the  integrity  of  Creation  to  our  testimonies  on  peace, 
simplicity,  equality,  and  community. 

If  Quakerism  and  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends 
are  open  to  continuing  revelation,  then  I believe  we  can 
strengthen  our  religion  with  these  beliefs,  and  we  can 
truly  change  how  we  interact  with  God's  Creation.  ■ 

Michael  Dunn,  Recording  Clerk  of  Friends  Committee 
on  Unit y with  Nature,  read  this  statement  expressing 
his  thoughts  about  the  spiritual  dimension  of  the  envi- 
ronmental concern  at  the  March  1995  FCUN  Steering 
Committee  meeting. 

* Reprinted  from  BeFriending  Creation,  Vol  8,  No  3, 
^May-June  1995,  p.  2. 
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Nuclear  Concerns 

Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty* 

About  ten  years  ago  I went  with  several  Friends  to  see  the  play.  Ten  Minutes  to  Midnight.  The  basic  idea  of  the  play  was 
that  human  beings  were  about  to  destroy  themselves  because  of  the  huge  amounts  of  nuclear  weapons  available  in  the 
world.  The  performance  certainly  made  its  point  as  far  as  I was  concerned.  I was  scared. 

When  I heard  that  the  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation  Treaty  had  been  signed,  I felt  a small  measure  of  relief.  It  seemed  to 
me  the  signing  of  such  a treaty  would  set  the  clock  back  and  in  a small  way  make  the  world  safer  for  all  of  us. 

Unfortunately,  while  the  United  States  was  a leader  in  organizing  the  conference,  it  and  other  nuclear  powers 
resisted  efforts  by  non-nuclear  states  to  make  extending  the  twenty-five-year-old  treaty  conditional  on  greater  and  faster 
cuts  in  their  nuclear  arsenals. 

Some  highlights  of  the  treaty,  signed  by  178  nations,  include: 

• States  with  nuclear  weapons  will  not  help  others  obtain  such  weapons,  and  non-nuclear  states  will  not  seek  such  arms. 

• Nonnuclear  states  accept  oversight  of  nuclear  facilities  by  the  International  Atomic  Energy  Agency. 

• States  will  facilitate  the  exchange  of  peaceful  nuclear  technology. 

• States  will  pursue  negotiations  for  nuclear  disarmament. 

The  decision  perpetuates  a system  in  which  only  five  nations  — the  United  States,  Russia,  Britain,  France,  and  China 
— are  recognized  as  nuclear  powers.  Those  governments  are  to  work  "in  good  faith"  toward  eliminating  their  weapons. 

In  order  to  meet  Third  World  demands,  the  weapons  states  agreed  to  a compromise  package  that  included  a list  of 
goals  for  arms  control,  including  completion  of  a comprehensive  nuclear  test  ban  treaty  next  year,  and  a system  of  annual 
meetings  to  review  progress  toward  the  goals. 

The  Treaty  is  not  perfect.  There  is  a concern  about  the  nonbinding  nature  of  the  goals,  particularly  from  Third  World 
countries.  And  Israel  has  not  agreed  to  the  treaty. 

Even  so  the  treaty  limits  the  world's  deadliest  weapons  into  the  next  century.  It  is  a step  forward  — and  a backwards 
shove  for  the  doomsday  clock.  ■ Nancy  Yarnall 

* Sources:  Corvallis  Gazette-Times,  Friday,  May  12,  1995,  p.  A8;  The  Oregonian,  Friday,  May  12,  1995,  p.  8. 

Bureaucratic  Loose  Cannons 

by  Albert  Jones,  Las  Vegas  (NV)  Meeting 

Project  personnel,  corporate  heads,  and  contractors 
seem  determined  to  justify  the  continued  appropriation  of 
billions  of  dollars  to  insure  the  terribly  flawed  concept  that 
nuclear  energy  is  the  answer  to  the  nation's  and  the  world's 
need  for  "low  cost"  electrical  power.  Such  is  the  deception 
demonstrated  daily  in  the  Nevada  Desert,  in  the  guise  of 
nuclear  safety,  while  hiding  the  garbage  of  the  industry. 

Yucca  Mountain,  located  northwest  of  Las  Vegas  and 
the  U.S.  nuclear  weapons  test  site,  is  being  surveyed  by  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Energy  as  a storage  location  for  high- 
level  radioactive  waste.  Waste  from  107  nuclear  power 
plants  is  awaiting  the  availability  of  a safe  depository,  and 
the  Department  of  Defense  needs  the  same  for  thousands 
of  cores  of  defused  nuclear  weapons.  This  is  the  only  site 
being  studied,  and  is  strenuously  opposed  by  the  majority  of 
Nevada  citizens,  who  were  never  consulted  by  Congress. 

Focus  on  the  very  questionable  economics  represented 
by  activities  on  and  in  Yucca  Mountain.  It  is  conceivable 
that  the  billions  continuing  to  be  spent  at  this  depository 
site  have  already  exceeded  the  expenses  and  profits  of  all 
of  the  nuclear  energy  produced  thus  far  in  our  country. 

This  is  not  coming  out  of  the  profits  of  the  producers  of  this 
energy,  but  is  created  in  the  federal  deficit  by  politically 
favored  scientists  and  lobbyists  seeking  perpetuity  of  the 


project.  In  fact,  taxpayers  are  subsidizing  garbage  han- 
dling for  the  nuclear  power  producers  and  users  by  pro- 
viding them  with  a "sewer  connection,"  which  terminates 
inside  Yucca  Mountain.  This  is  being  done  in  spite  of  the 
official  objections  of  the  state  of  Nevada.  Cynically,  some- 
one must  have  ordered  that  this  cost  should  not  appear  on 
the  power  company's  monthly  statements  for  more  than 
obvious  reasons.  That  someone  has  already  decided  it  will 
be  Uncle  Sam's  children  who  will  foot  the  bill  in  the 
coming  centuries  or  until  the  scam  is  discovered  by  some 
entity  that  will  have  the  required  integrity  to  turn  to  the 
readily  available  solar,  wind,  thermal,  and  oceanic  resources, 
thereby  sealing  the  "black  hole"  that  has  been  swallowing 
precious  but  futile  dollars  in  this  vain  enterprise. 

A vain  but  cleverly  conceived  enterprise,  yes.  Please 
consider  this  — Yucca  Mountain  hasn't  yet  proven  itself 
ready  and  able  to  receive  and  safely  (?)  store  the  material 
destined  to  arrive.  Just  few  miles  south  at  Frenchman's 
Flat,  the  Department  of  Energy,  with  the  total  support  of 
the  Department  of  Defense,  for  more  than  forty  years  has 
manufactured  deadly  contamination  on  the  premises  with 
absolutely  no  concern  for  containment  as  mandated  for  the 
depository.  Tests  in  the  atmosphere  and  underground 
have  created  a cauldron  of  radiation,  boiling  a thousand 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


JUNE  1995  — PAGE  137 


feet  below  the  surface  and  already  leaching  its  cancerous 
filth  into  the  water  table,  centuries  sooner  than  the  so- 
called  “half-life"  safety  containment  required  of  this  ques- 
tionable storage  facility.  DOD  and  DOE  have  already 
requested  the  resumption  of  testing,  further  endangering 
generations  yet  unborn. 

What  scientific  or  technological  mind  or  investment 
counselor  is  there  that  cannot  recognize  that  we  and  our 
unborn  descendants  will  never  be  able  to  pay  the  bill  these 
words  imply.  One  begins  to  wonder  if,  maybe  behind  all 
this,  the  bureaucracy  figures  that  the  inevitable  holocaust 
will  eliminate  the  need  to  pay  for  anything,  so,  like  Dr. 
Strangelove,  “ride  the  d — n thing  for  all  it's  worth." 

Since  the  above  was  written,  DOE  has  continued  its 
advocacy  with  media  efforts  to  secure  acceptance  of  this 
location.  Recently  scientists  within  and  outside  the  depart- 
ment have  revealed  grave  doubts  about  the  long-term 
seismic  and  volcanic  stability  of  this  and  nearby  areas. 
They  even  suggested  that  inevitable  deterioration  of  present 
day  containers  would  “leak  their  deadly  contents  into  the 
surrounding  rock.  In  turn  the  physical  properties  could  set 
off  a nuclear  chain  reaction  and  explosion."1  ■ 

Note:  For  those  of  us  who  are  unfamiliar  with  the 
Strangelove  reference,  this  was  the  implication  of  the  final 
scene  of  a satirical  movie.  Dr.  Strangelove  (who  learned  to 
love  the  Bomb)  sat  astride  the  weapon  as  it  was  released 
from  the  plane,  fervently  whipping  it  cowboy  style  with 
his  Stetson,  dropping  away  to  the  beginning  ofWW  III. 

1 "Theory  on  Threat  of  Blast  at  Nuclear  Waste  Site  Gains 
Support,"  Nezc  York  Times  National,  March  23,  1995. 

See  also,  Smithsonian,  May  1995,  pp.  40-50. 

Nuclear  Swords  into 
Deadly  Plowshares? 
by  A.  Stanley  Thompson,  Eugene  Meeting 

Pacific  Northwest  reactors  have  been  in  the  news. 
Trojan  sits  on  the  bank  of  the  Columbia  River,  closed  years 
ahead  of  schedule  because  of  leaking  boiler  tubes.  Dis- 
putes have  raged  about  who  will  pay  the  billion-dollar 
cleanup  bill.  Among  other  ideas,  an  unQuakerly  proposal 
calls  for  completion  of  mothballed  Washington  State  Pub- 
lic Power  Supply  System  (WPPSS)  reactors  in  neighboring 
Washington  State.  How  safe  is  nuclear  power?  How  costly? 
It's  time  to  look  at  these  questions  in  terms  of  the  WPPSS 
reactors  and  other  proposals  for  nuclear  power  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest. 

In  1971  WPPSS  began  constructing  five  reactors  to 
produce  6,000  megawatts  of  power  for  the  Pacific  North- 
west. The  project  was  beset  with  incompetent  manage- 
ment, faulty  construction,  billions  of  dollars  in  cost  over- 
runs, and  the  largest  bond  default  in  United  States  history. 
Of  the  five  reactors,  two  were  terminated  and  two  were 
mothballed  in  1982.  One  was  completed,  years  behind 
schedule  at  over  ten  times  its  projected  cost.  Columbia 


Nuclear  Corp.  has  proposed  to  complete  the  two 
mothballed  reactors  to  burn  plutonium  from  American 
and  Soviet  bombs,  supposedly  with  private  money.  The 
hard  fact  is  that  the  nuclear  business  may  be  the  most 
subsidized  of  all  industries,  kept  alive  by  taxpayer-rate- 
payer-and  bondholder-financed  welfare.  Is  the  Columbia 
program  really  a thank-you  gift  to  the  taxpayers?  Reactors 
have  become  a financial  fiasco  and  a lethal  peril.  The 
WPPSS  reactors  have  bilked  the  public  once  already  in  their 
stormy  past  and  are  likely  to  do  so  again,  given  the  chance. 

Would  the  completed  WPPSS  reactors  be  safe?  Past 
experience  is  not  reassuring.  Plutonium  existed  before 
1940  only  as  a trace  element.  Now  perhaps  1,000  tons  of 
plutonium  are  stockpiled  in  secret  hiding  places  around 
the  world.  Less  than  ten  pounds  are  needed  to  make  an 
atom  bomb.  Lung-cancer-producing  plutonium,  lethal 
for  thousands  of  generations,  becomes  ever  more 
dangerously  radioactive  in  a reactor.  Leaks  and  occa- 
sional explosions  can  be  expected  to  spread  radioactivity 
during  fuel  manufacture  and  operation.  There  is  no  safe 
way  to  store  the  radioactive  products  of  fission. 

Reactors  are  designed,  built,  and  operated  by  fallible 
people,  using  fallible  materials.  Routine  accidents  occur, 
even  at  a well-designed  and  operated  facility,  from  wear, 
fatigue,  and  radiation  damage.  Among  thousands  of 
workers,  a few  will  be  incompetent,  careless,  unstable,  or 
vicious.  Nuclear  reactors  are  candidates  for  sabotage. 
Only  a naive  designer  assumes  a reactor  can  be  operated 
without  accidents. 

One  industry  myth  is  that  reactors  cannot  explode.  "A 
Model  of  Reactor  Kinetics,"1  presents  my  computerized 
mathematical  model  of  unstable,  nonlinear  power  oscilla- 
tion leading  to  nuclear  explosion.  In  fact,  the  high-tem- 
perature,  gas-cooled  Ft.  St.  Vrain  reactor  in  Colorado  was 
abandoned  without  ever  reaching  full  power  because 
large  power  oscillations  increased  alarmingly  as  power 
was  raised.  The  Sodium  Reactor  Experiment  at  Santa 
Susana,  thirty-five  miles  from  downtown  Los  Angeles, 
oscillated  in  repeated  power  surges.  In  March  1979  the  last 
surge  melted  the  reactor,  releasing  radioactive  gases  and 
spilling  fuel  elements  outside  the  core. 

Proponents  of  nuclear  power  promise  a new  genera- 
tion of  "safe"  reactors.  Nuclear  mishaps  occur  in  "safe" 
reactors. 

• In  November  1955  at  EBR-1,  an  experimental 
fast  breeder  at  the  Idaho  test  site,  an  operator  hit 
the  wrong  button.  Almost  half  of  the  fuel  rods 
melted  into  the  bottom  of  the  core. 

• In  October  1966  the  core  of  the  sodium-cooled 
Fermi  fast  breeder  reactor,  built  to  provide  power 
to  Detroit,  thirty  miles  away,  partially  melted. 

• A reactor  for  the  Army,  SL-1,  was  to  be  so  stable 
that  it  could  safely  operate  unattended  on  the 
polar  ice  caps.  During  routine  maintenance  at 
the  Idaho  test  site  in  January  1969  a nuclear 
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explosion  contaminated  the  test  building  and 
killed  the  three  operators,  impaling  one  of  them 
against  the  ceiling  on  a control  rod  blown  from 
the  reactor.  Their  radioactive  bodies  were  buried 
in  lead-lined  concrete  caskets. 

• On  March  22,  1975,  at  Browns  Ferry  Power 
Station  on  the  Tennessee  River  near  Decatur,  Ala- 
bama, a worker  looking  with  a candle  for  air  leaks 
set  fire  to  control  cable  insulation.  Fire  spread 
over  control  wires  for  three  of  the  world's  largest 
reactors,  two  of  which  were  at  full  power.  Cata- 
strophic meltdown  of  one  reactor  was  narrowly 
averted. 

• An  October  1980  error  flooded  the  cavity  of 
Indian  Point  #2  reactor,  twenty-five  miles  from 
New  York  City,  with  brackish  Hudson  River  wa- 
ter, closing  the  reactor  until  June  1981  and  draw- 
ing penalties  from  the  Nuclear  Regulatory  Com- 
mission. 

• In  1986  the  reactor  at  Chernobyl  contaminated 
thousands  of  people  and  thousands  of  square 
miles  of  Ukrainian  land,  casting  radiation  sick- 
ness and  death  into  the  far  future.  Radioactive 
waste  contaminated  reindeer  meat  in  Lapland 
and  milk  as  far  away  as  Italy. 

• France's  Superphenix,  the  world's  largest  fast- 
breeder,  forty  miles  east  of  Lyon,  was  shut  down 
in  1987  after  twenty  tons  of  liquid  sodium,  which 
explodes  on  contact  with  air  or  water,  leaked 
from  fissures  in  the  cooling  drum. 

• In  Japan  the  Number  One  reactor  at  the  1.1  mil- 
lion-kilowatt Hamaoka  plant  shut  down  in  1990 
because  radiation  had  escaped  from  five  fuel  rods. 

• In  1991  the  Mihama  plant,  220  miles  west  of 
Tokyo,  leaked  radiation  from  boiler  tubes  to  the 
atmosphere.  At  the  time,  eighteen  Japanese  reac- 
tors out  of  a total  of  forty  were  out  of  service. 

The  list  of  accidents  — including  Three  Mile  Island  in 
the  United  States  and  Windscale  in  Great  Britain  — goes 
on  and  on. 

When  a conventional  power  turbine  loses  blades,  some 
workers  may  be  killed.  When  an  airplane  wing  fails  or  an 
Amtrak  train  falls  through  a defective  bridge,  a hundred 
passengers  may  die.  The  spilled  chemicals  from  a plant 
like  Bhopal  may  kill  thousands.  But  a reactor  failure  near 
a large  city  could  kill  millions  and  leave  a vast  area  unin- 
habitable for  more  than  a thousand  generations.  Past 
experience  with  nuclear  failures  suggests  that  restarting 
the  WPPSS  reactors,  or  in  any  other  way  continuing  the 
reactor  business,  risks  a legacy  of  radioactive  contamina- 
tion for  a time  longer  than  all  previous  human  history.  ■ 

Stanley  Thompson  adds:  I have  been  assured  by  DOE  Secretary, 
Hazel  O'Leary,  that  the  Department  will  not  utilize  the  WPPSS 
reactors  unless  widespread  support  is  demonstrated  for  this 
option  in  the  state  of  Washington.  Senator  Hatfield  says,  "Ret- 


rofitting poorly  designed  I970's-era  nuclear  plants  to  'burn' 
plutonium  in  a process  that  will  create  more  waste  than  actually 
exists  now  is  completely  illogical." 

I do  not  feel,  however,  that  it  is  safe  to  assume  the  seekers  after 
government  money  have  gone  quietly  away. 

Stanley  Thompson's  experience  includes:  Consultant  to  direc- 
tor on  new  reactor  developments  at  Oak  Ridge  National  Labora- 
tory (1951-52);  Involvement  in  the  development  of  nuclear 
reactors  (1952-53)  and  chief  engineer  (1957-60)  with  Nuclear 
Development  Corporation;  chief  engineer  with  General  Atomic 
(1956-57);  staff  advisor  to  president  at  Aerojet-General  Nucle- 
onics (1960-61);  and  professor  of  mechanical  engineering  at 
Robert  College,  Istanbul,  Turkey  (1963-67)  and  Howard  Uni- 
versity (1967-76). 

1 Nuclear  Science  and  Engineering,  September  1988. 



Calendar 

June  1995 

17- 21  IMYM-AFSC  Joint  Service  Project,  Western  Slope  of 

Colorado,  on  the  way  to  IMYM. 

21-25  intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Fort  Lewis 
College,  Durango,  CO. 

23-25  The  Ethics  of  Immigration:  Envisioning  Right  Rela- 
tionship, Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

24  Peace  Training  Institute,  Willamette  University, 
Salem,  OR. 

30-7  / 6 Art  and  the  Spirit,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  C A. 

July  1995 

1-8  Friends  General  Conference,  Kalamazoo,  MI. 

16  Peaceworkers  Workshop,  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond,  CA. 

16-23  Young  Friends  of  North  America,  Camp  Shiloh, 
Kingston,  NM. 

20- 23  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  The  Evergreen  State 

College,  Olympia,  WA. 

21- 8/2  A Week  for  Friends  in  5th-7th  Grades,  Quaker  Cen- 

ter, Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

30-8/5  IMYM-AFSC  Joint  Service  Project  with  the  Oglala 
Lakota  in  South  Dakota. 

August  1995 

1-6  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Craig  Hall,  Chico,  CA. 

18- 20  Summer  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends,  Luccock 

Park,  near  Livingston,  MT. 

25-26  Rise  Up  Singing  with  Peter  Blood  and  Annie 
Patterson,  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

28-9/4  The  Annual  Family  Workcamp,  Quaker  Center,  Ben 
Lomond,  CA. 

October  1995 

7-8  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting,  Eugene,  OR. 

27- 29  A Weekend  for  Women  with  Jane  Peers, 

Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

28- 29  FWCC  Northwest  Regional  Gathering.  ■ 

V ) 
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The  Yurt  Sleepover  Revisited* 

by  Amanda  Skow,  Salt  Lake  Meeting 

My  hand  had  a mind  of  its  own  when  I raised  it. 

It  was  business  meeting  at  the  Spring  Gathering  in 
Castle  Valley.  They  needed  a volunteer  or  two  to  super- 
vise the  children  in  their  yurt  sleepover. 

"Well,  shucks,"  I thought.  "I've  got  counseling  experi- 
ence, and  I slept  in  there  last  night.  Might  as  well."  And  my 
hand  made  the  commitment  to  everybody  else. 

Eyebrows  went  up.  Somebody  had  actually  volun- 
teered. 

Saara  pitched  in.  She  would  help.  I might  need  it. 

We  started  the  evening  with  introductions.  It  is  impor- 
tant to  establish  in  a group  that  when  one  person  speaks, 
the  others  should  listen.  It  took  a while,  and  some  needed 
to  be  reminded  of  this  principle,  but  we  got  through  it. 
Then  we  tackled  rules.  How  should  we  function?  What 
happens  when  the  lights  go  out?  What  happens  when  one 
is  picking  on  another?  What  happens  when  there  is  a 
breach  of  rules?  I figured  the  more  rules  the  kids  could 
come  up  with  on  their  own,  the  better.  It  worked  about 
half  and  half  — half  from  me,  half  from  them. 

I left  them  to  their  card  games  and  unrolled  my  sleep- 
ing bag.  Saara  and  I had  both  had  taken  naps  in  the  event 
we  wouldn't  sleep  much.  We  knew  we  needed  to  drive  for 
five  hours  on  Sunday.  The  nap  proved  to  be  a wise  decision. 

We  started  with  gnats.  As  long  as  the  light  was  on,  they 
swarmed  around  it.  As  soon  as  we  turned  the  light  off, 
close  to  11:00  p.m.,  they  descended  en  masse.  The  targets 
were  no  longer  light  bulbs,  but  human  faces. 

Kids  complained;  adults  swatted  in  silence;  nobody 
slept.  A few  got  up  to  use  the  outhouse — more  disruption. 
Finally,  even  with  bugs  everywhere,  in  our  ears,  noses, 
mouths,  we  fell  asleep. 

Then  it  rained.  The  yurt  shook  and  most  of  us  woke  up. 
I was  reminded  of  last  summer  in  my  tipi,  feeling  as 
though  the  wind  would  surely  send  the  tipi  crashing 
down  around  me.  But  I didn't  make  a dash  for  it;  yurts  are 
more  stable  than  tipis.  Instead,  I fell  asleep,  forgetting  the 
rain  and  our  imminent  destruction.  How  can  one  be  both 
paranoid  and  exhausted? 

Then  I heard  a frightened  cry.  Someone  was  having  a 
nightmare.  Who,  though?  I saw  a figure  sitting  upright  in 
his  sleeping  bag.  It  was  Clay. 

"I  want  to  go  to  my  tent  right  now,"  he  said  in  a 
whisper. 

"Okay."  I fumbled  for  Saara's  flashlight.  Mine  was 
full  of  dead  batteries. 

Saara,  Clay,  and  I were  the  only  ones  awake  at  this 
point.  Thank  goodness. 

Clay  stumbled  and  staggered  back  to  his  parents'  tent. 
They  were  pretty  startled  to  hear  the  zipper  open  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  but  Clay  and  all  of  his  stuff  were 
inside  the  tent  in  less  than  a minute. 


I was  practically  falling  asleep  as  I sat  on  the  porch  of 
the  cooking  yurt,  smoking.  The  stars  were  absolutely 
gorgeous.  I have  seen  stars  this  bright  and  numerous  only 
a few  times.  I had  to  fight  to  keep  my  eyes  open,  but  I 
beheld  real  beauty. 

I think  I floated  back  to  the  yurt.  I don't  remember 
moving  one  foot  in  front  of  the  other. 

At  some  point  Nick  came  in  to  escape  the  rain.  It  was 
the  fourth  time  I had  awakened  in  one  night.  All  I could  do 
was  wonder  who  this  was  bringing  a bundle  of  stuff  in  at 
who-knows-what  hour,  and  collapse  again. 

The  morning  came  and  I stayed  in  my  sleeping  bag  as 
long  as  possible.  But  people  were  up  and  I was  hungry  and 
I had  one  thought  in  mind:  coffee. 

The  kids  slept  in,  or  rather,  relaxed  in,  talking  for 
another  hour  or  two.  They  had  domain  now.  This  was 
really  fun  for  them,  I thought. 

Saara  and  I drank  our  coffee  and  talked  about  our 
adventures  of  the  previous  evening.  We  made  observa- 
tions about  the  various  personalities  we  had  been  with 
for  the  night  and  congratulated  ourselves  for  being  awake 
so  early. 

Several  parents  thanked  us  for  the  job  we  had  done. 
That  was  the  best  part  for  me.  I felt  I had  made  a contribu- 
tion that  was  valuable.  For  the  six  or  seven  kids  who 
stayed  the  whole  time,  it  was  a treat. 

I started  wondering  what  will  happen  at  next  year's 

yurt  sleepover.  m 
* 

Utah  Friends  Fellowship,  Spring  Gathering,  Canyonlands 
Field  Institute,  April  28-30, 1995. 


Aftershock  in  Santa  Monica* 
by  John  Pixley,  Santa  Monica  Meeting 

Confrontations  are  trickier 
when  there  are  bricks 
lying  around. 

Here  steps  are  watched  — 
steps  around  piles  of  rubble 
neatened  into  everyday  lives. 

New  boundaries  are  set, 
detours  are  made. 

Space  is  left  free 
for  the  unstable  and 
the  unknown  basking  in 
the  unseasonable  sun, 
looking  out  over  the  Pacific, 
carefully  now,  not  knowing 
what  will  hold  up.  ■ 

—3/28/94 

jf. 

Santa  Monica  Friends  Meeting,  Friendly  Notes, 
April  1994. 
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Announcements 

Meeting  Changes 

Palo  Alto  Meeting 

From  June  1995  throughjanuary  1996,  Palo  Alto  Friends 
Meeting  will  hold  meeting  for  worship  at  10  a.m. 

Redding  Meeting 

Redding  Meeting's  new  meeting  place  is  the  Pilgrim 
Congregational  Church,  2850  Foothill  Blvd,  Redding,  CA. 
Meeting  for  Worship  is  at  4:00  p.m.  and  business  meeting 
will  be  held  at  2:30  p.m.  m 

AFSC/IMYM — Joint  Service  Projects 

June  17-21:  Join  us  for  a brief  project  on  the  Western 
Slope  of  Colorado.  Do  this  one  on  your  way  to  IMYM  and 
stretch  your  yearly  meeting  experience.  Especially  for 
young  Friends. 

July  30- August  5:  A visit  to  the  Oglala  Lakota  in  South 
Dakota.  We  will  look  in  on  projects  operated  by  staff  of  the 
AFSC's  North  Central  Region.  We  will  learn  about  the 
Buffalo  Project,  about  the  treaty  disputes  over  the  Black  Hills 
and  the  Badlands,  and  will  visit  Wounded  Knee. 

Mike  Gray,  Coordinator,  9910-B  Poudre  Canyon  Hwy, 
Bellvue,  CO  80512,  (303)  490-2585.  ® 

Peace  workers  Training 

Peaceworkers  Workshop  and  Training  for  participa- 
tion in  peacemaking  teams  will  be  held  Sunday,  July  16  to 
Friday,  July  21  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center,  Ben  Lomond, 
CA.  For  information,  contact  Peaceworkers,  721  Shrader 
St,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117,  (415)  751-0302.  ■ 

1995  John  Woolman  School  Workcamps 

The  annual  workcamps  on  the  beautiful  Nevada  City 
campus  of  John  Woolman  School  combine  hard  work  with 
good  company  and  fun.  There  is  never  enough  time  (or 
budget)  during  the  school  year  to  do  all  those  jobs,  large 
and  small,  that  keep  the  school  in  good  shape.  This  is  your 
chance  for  a very  different,  inexpensive,  healthful,  and 
Friendly  vacation! 

CAMP  I - SAT  JUNE  17-24.  Directors:  Sue  Severin  and 
Larry  Perry.  Sue  is  at  458  Laurel  Ave.,  San  Anselmo,  CA 
94960  (415)  453-5810.  Minimum  age:  8 years  or  discuss 
with  directors. 

Camp  II  - SAT  24-July  1.  Director:  Jim  Anderson,  25 
Gideon  Lane,  Chico,  CA  95926  (916)  345-3429.  Family- 
oriented  camp;  discuss  age  of  children  with  Jim.  ■ 


Fulfilling  the  Charge  of  the 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
Social  Order  Committee 
by  Leon  Ray,  San  Diego  Meeting 

This  is  the  first  of  a group  of  proposed  articles  discuss- 
ing the  charge  given  to  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  (PYM) 
Social  Order  Committee  in  the  PYM  Faith  and  Practice. 
The  opening  sentence  says,  "The  Social  Order  Committee 
encourages  and  assists  monthly  meetings  ...  in  undertak- 
ing . . . [list  of  issues  of  concern  to  Friends]."*  To  me,  this 
means  that  the  Social  Order  Committee  should  empower 
the  monthly  meetings  to  be  more  effective  in  moving  their 
concerns  forward.  To  my  knowledge.  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing Social  Order  Committee  has  never  acted  strongly  in 
this  area;  I feel  that  stronger  action  would  be  productive. 

In  the  last  election,  for  example,  a member  of  my 
monthly  meeting  ran  for  a local  school  board  and  lost  by 
about  twenty  votes.  Other  members  of  the  same  monthly 
meeting  also  live  in  this  school  district;  if  they  had  known 
a little  about  political  campaigning,  they  could  have 
helped  him  win. 

Given  the  motivation  to  help,  which  things  can  a few 
Friends  do  that  are  most  effective?  Least  effective?  Counter- 
effective? Should  Friends  seek  clearness  from  their 
monthly  meetings  before  getting  involved? 

. . . Which  things  can  a few  Friends  do  that 
are  most  effective? 

Lobbying  is  a method  for  working  with  officials  al- 
ready in  office,  however  good  or  bad  they  might  be.  On 
national  and  state  legislation,  we  have  the  help  of  Friends 
Committee  on  National  Legislation  (FCNL)  and  Friends 
Committee  on  Legislation  (FCL) — for  those  Friends  in 
California.  The  success  of  these  two  registered  lobbies  can 
be  magnified  greatly  by  the  efforts  of  individual  Friends 
acting  in  the  legislators'  local  districts. 

How  can  this  best  be  done?  How  do  we  work  with  a 
legislator  who  is  supportive  of  some  Friends  testimonies? 
How  can  we  be  effective  when  the  legislator  is  not  very 
supportive?  On  county,  city,  school  board,  planning,  and 
zoning  levels  of  government,  individual  Friends  are  on 
their  own,  even  when  encouraged  by  their  monthly  meet- 
ings. What  strategies  are  effective  in  this  environment? 
How  can  we  work  effectively  with  appointed  public  officials? 

I have  raised  many  questions  here.  I'm  seeking  your 
responses.  What  do  you  want  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's 
Social  Order  Committee  to  do?  My  address  is  3509  36th  St, 
San  Diego,  CA  92104-4406.  If  you  prefer  e-mail,  please  use 
the  Friends  Bulletin  address  (yarnall@peak.org).  ■ 

Editor's  note:  Responses  to  this  article  need  not  be  limited  to 
PYM  Friends.  We  zvelcome  responses  from  Friends  in  all  three 
yearly  meetings  for  publication  in  the  magazine. 

* Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Faith  and  Practice,  1985,  p.  75. 
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Connecting  with  Your  Yearly  Meeting 

The  local  meeting  has  always  been  the  basis  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  However,  we  have 
always  valued  the  strong  friendships  and  support  of  other  Quakers  in  nearby,  allied  meetings.  This  is  the 
important  reason  for  yearly  meetings.  There  are  other  reasons,  also,  as  Friends  scattered  around  the 
Northwest  have  always  realized.  It  is  too  easy  to  feel  isolated — often  we  live  in  small  communities  where 
there  are  few  seekers  who  share  our  ideals,  our  spirituality,  or  our  values.  Gathering  in  annual  sessions  is 
like  a family  reunion,  like  a visit  to  old  friends'  homes,  and  like  being  part  of  a world-wide  movement.  It 
is  also  a conference,  a chance  to  learn  more  about  Quaker  process  and  social  concerns,  and  a time  of  retreat 
and  worship. 

This  report  will  help  you  stay  informed  about  yearly  meeting.  It  updates  information  in  our  Faith  and 
Practice.  It  should  help  you  find  out  how  to  contact  people  as  it  describes  the  new  structure.  We  also  publish 
a "Roster  of  NPYM  Friends"  with  the  names,  addresses,  and  phone  numbers  of  all  officers  as  well  as  the 
contacts  for  every  meeting  and  worship  group.  Every  local  group  should  have  a copy  of  the  latest  version. 
All  clerks  and  contact  persons  should  also  receive  the  most  current  yearly  meeting  Directory  which  lists 
information  about  each  worshipping  community,  including  the  names  of  those  who  attend  it. 

Communication  is  a two-way  process!  Please  stay  in  communication  with  your  yearly  meeting.  □ 

Steering  Committee  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 

Re-visioning  and  Revising  Our  Yearly  Meeting  Structure 

The  purpose  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  is  to  provide  a means  for  Friends  to  strengthen  and 
support  one  another  in  a common  search  for  Divine  Truth  and  Light.  NPYM  supports  and  encourages  Friends  as  individuals  and 
groups  in  deepening  their  spiritual  center  and  moving  into  Spirit-led  action. 

The  official  governing  body  of  our  yearly  meeting  is  the  Steering  Committee.  It  acts  in  the  name  of  Friends  in  this  region 
between  annual  sessions.  Representatives  of  every  monthly  meeting  and  of  Junior  and  Young  Friends,  plus  clerks  of 
standing  committees  and  yearly  meeting  officers,  form  the  committee  which  meets  quarterly.  Originally  the  Steering 
Committee  was  designed  to  protect  Friends  from  having  to  deal  with  too  much  business  at  Yearly  Meeting's  annual 
sessions.  Many  of  the  questions  that  come  to  us  from  outside  the  yearly  meeting,  or  concerns  that  arise  about  our  faith 
and  practices,  are  dealt  with  in  this  group.  It  is  responsible  for  the  organization  of  the  annual  sessions  so  that  you  do  not 
have  to  worry  about  them.  In  other  words,  the  Steering  Committee  filters  out  the  mundane  and  political  decisions 
involved  in  denomination  life,  sending  to  monthly  meetings  or  annual  sessions  the  big  questions. 

. . . Steering  Committee  filters  out  the  mundane  and  political  . . . sending  to  monthly 
meetings  or  annual  sessions  the  big  questions. 

This  year  has  been  one  of  restructuring  as  a result  of  the  acceptance  last  year  of  the  Mulling  Committee's 
recommendations.  All  the  changes  have  been  intended  to  make  it  easier  for  Friends  to  achieve  the  goal  stated  in  our 
mission  statement  (quoted  above).  We  have  changed  the  number  of  committees  and  members  of  steering  committee  to 
give  our  focus  to  the  work  of  two  standing  committees:  (1)  Outreach  and  Visitation  and  (2)  Religious  Education.  We  have 
also  employed  a part-time  secretary  to  handle  the  clerical  work  for  our  yearly  meeting. 

The  Steering  Committee  has  also  cut  back  the  number  of  its  meetings  to  one  per  quarter 
now  that  Annual  Session  Planning  Committee  has  taken  over  the  details  of  putting  on  the 
annual  session.  We  have  spent  some  time  envisioning  how  the  Steering  Committee  can 
best  work  for  you  and  how  it  can  be  accountable  for  meeting  the  purpose  statement  and 
for  managing  the  funds  you  allot  to  us. 

Twenty  Friends  represent  us  to  the  larger  Quaker  organizations  and  groups  we 
support.  A significant  portion  of  the  annual  budget  goes  to  paying  for  their  attendance  at 
annual  meetings  and  speaking/or  you.  They  would  also  like  to  speak  to  you.  Ask  them  to 
report  to  your  quarterly  meetings  or  adult  study  groups  about  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation,  the  Friends  World 
Committee  for  Consultation,  and  other  groups,  such  as  the  Board  of  Friends  Bulletin  and 
the  Northwest  Coalition  against  Malicious  Harassment.  □ 

Pablo  Stanfield  is  the  Clerk  of  the  NPYM  Steering  Committee,  (206)  527-5127.  He  lives  in 
Seattle.  Pablo  wrote  most  of  the  articles  for  this  special  issue. 
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Religious  Education  Committee 

Care  for  our  children  and  a desire  to  help  them  learn 
about  the  importance  of  our  Quaker  faith  and  practice 
have  always  been  important  in  our  yearly  meeting.  When 
the  Mulling  Committee  surveyed  meetings,  it  found  that 
learning  more  about  Quakerism,  spirituality,  and  other 
religious  subjects  was  a widespread  shared  interest.  There 
was  continuing  concern  about  how  to  provide  an  appro- 
priate education  in  spirituality  for  our  children.  The 
Children's  Program  Committee  of  annual  session  spon- 
sored a Quaker  Educator  for  1994  who  also  presented  two 
half-day  workshops  on  First  Day  school  and  children's 
religious  education.  These  were  avidly  received,  and  the 
recommendation  was  accepted  to  revise  the  Children's 
Program  Committee  and  make  Religious  Education  a stand- 
ing committee. 

The  committee's  charge  is  to  continue  to  develop  ways 
to  support  local  meetings'  efforts  for  First  Day  school  and 
to  be  a resource  for  the  annual  session's  children's  pro- 
gram. It  is  also  asked  to  begin  investigating  North  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting's  needs  for  adult  religious  education  and 
to  move  toward  developing  resources  or  support  for  local 
groups'  programs.  Some  monthly  meetings  organize  Quak- 
erism 101  courses,  sponsor  Pendle  Hill  on  the  Road  events 
and  help  Friends  learn  about  our  faith  and  practice, 
Quaker  history,  Christian  roots  and  the  Bible  in  the  Society 
of  Friends,  etc. 

Perhaps  the  Religious  Education  Committee  can  help 
meetings  that  have  successfully  studied  different  issues 
share  their  processes  with  those  that  have  become  interested. 

Clerk  of  this  committee  is  Fran  Williams,  (360)  357- 
3334,  428  Carlyon  Ave  SE,  Olympia,  WA  98501.  □ 


The  Ostroms 
at  NPYM 
1994. 


Outreach  and  Visitation  Committee 

The  NPYM  Outreach  and  Visitation  Committee  (O&V), 
first  appointed  in  1982  as  the  Outreach  Committee,  has  as 
its  primary  responsibility  building  a sense  of  community 
and  encouraging  spiritual  nurture  among  members  and 
attenders  of  the  yearly  meeting.  This  committee  also  coor- 
dinates the  Brinton  Visitor  Program  in  our  area. 

In  1986  each  meeting  and  worship  group  in  NPYM  and 
many  isolated  Friends  were  visited  by  representatives  of 


the  Committee.  A Survival  Source  Book  for  Isolated  Friends 
and  Small  Meetings  was  developed  by  the  committee  from 
the  experiences  of  Friends  in  the  Northwest.  The  book  has 
been  warmly  received  and  used  by  Quakers  all  over  the 
world.  Copies  of  this  how-to  book  are  available  from 
Lexanne  in  the  Yearly  Meeting  office  for  $6.00  each.  (One 
complimentary  copy  was  given  to  each  meeting  and  wor- 
ship group.  If  it  has  been  lost,  let  Lexanne  know.) 

The  committee  plans  to  repeat  the  visits  to  every  group 
in  the  year  ahead  and  is  willing  to  assist  with  visitation 
and  offer  support  for  concerns,  primarily  within  the 
yearly  meeting  family. 

The  committee  hopes  to  identify  two  or  three  other 
pairs  of  Friends  who  feel  led  to  visit  meetings  and  worship 
groups  this  year.  Limited  financial  support  is  available,  as 
well  as  guidelines  for  the  work.  If  you  would  consider 
taking  on  this  service  to  your  yearly  meeting,  contact  O&V 
committee  clerk  Lois  Barton  for  further  details  at  84889 
Harry  Taylor  Rd,  Eugene,  OR  97405,  (503)  345-3962.  □ 


Young  Friends  Visitation  Internship 

The  NPYM  Outreach  and  Visitation  Committee  (O&V) 
encourages  visitation  among  our  members  and  attenders 
to  strengthen  connections  and  nurture  spiritual  growth. 

Recognizing  that  Young  Friends  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty  often  have  the  time  to  travel  but  not  the 
resources,  O&V  is  setting  up  a fund,  in  addition  to  money 
budgeted  by  NPYM,  specifically  to  support  a program  for 
experienced  Young  Friends  to  travel  among  meetings.  The 
fund  would  provide  about  $20  per  day  for  each  Young 
Friend  to  cover  gas  money  and  some  food  expenses.  Hos- 
pitality would  be  provided 
by  the  meetings  and  Friends 
visited.  The  Young  Friends 
would  travel  in  pairs,  pro- 
viding spiritual  nurturance 
and  building  and  reinforcing 
the  network  of  Young  Friends 
in  our  yearly  meeting. 

The  fund  has  received  a 
$500  challenge  grant.  Any- 
one wishing  to  help  meet 
the  challenge  may  send  a 
donation,  made  out  to  Eu- 
gene Friends  Meeting  and 
earmarked  for  YFVI,  to  2274 
Onyx  St,  Eugene,  OR  97403. 

Young  Friends  inter- 
ested in  participating  this 
summer  may  contact  Betsy 
Griscom,  6250  Pine  St 
Loop,  Sandpoint,  ID  83864, 

(208)2644874, 

(egriscom@igc.apc.org).  □ 


Young  Friends 

Friends  in  their  twen- 
ties now  have  a group  to 
help  them  integrate  into 
the  yearly  meeting,  relate 
to  Young  Friends  else- 
where, and  maintain  the 
bonds  they  formed  as  Jun- 
ior Friends.  They  will  also 
have  some  program  time 
during  annual  session  and 
are  organizing  an  Out- 
reach Intern  for  this  sum- 
mer to  visit  around  the  four 
state  area. 

Y oung  Friends  contacts 
are  Jeremy  Clark,  co-clerk, 
(509)  522-0414,  and  Kathy 
Hyzy,  Steering  Committee 
Representative,  (360)  687- 
6266.  □ 
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Junior  Friends  Yearly  Meeting 

Every  year  before  annual  session  the  teenage  Friends 
from  our  yearly  meeting  hold  a camp  in  some  rustic 
setting.  This  leads  to  the  annual  rite  of  smiling,  grimy 
Junior  Friends  arriving  at  yearly  meeting  desperate  for 
showers  and  bonded  with  each  other.  All  teenagers  in 
NPYM  belong  to  Junior  Friends  Yearly  Meeting  with  its 
own  officers  and  meetings.  Many  young  people  have 
found  this  a rewarding  association  over  the  years. 

During  quarterly  and  yearly  meetings.  Junior  Friends 
have  their  own  worship  and  interest  groups,  as  well  as  a 
program  of  activities  that  matches  their  interests  and  needs. 
This  year  there  will  be  a minor  change  because  some 
activities  will  be  organized  separately  for  middle-school- 
aged  Junior  Friends  (sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grades). 

Junior  Friends  Yearly  Meeting  has  set  up  a code  of 
conduct  for  all  their  activities  in  the  hopes  that  adults  will 
respect  their  autonomy. 

• No  drugs,  no  alcohol,  no  tobacco. 

• No  sex. 

• Respect  each  other's  feelings,  belongings,  and  sleep. 

• Attend  mandatory  meetings. 

• Help  out  by  doing  your  share  of  work. 

• Abide  by  specific  guidelines  of  a site. 

Co-clerks  of  Junior  Friends  Yearly  Meeting  are  Todd 
Merkens,  (503)  697-8145,  and  Katie  Thorsos,  (206)  863-73040 


( “ A 

Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

$20  — Individual  and  gift  subscriptions 
$16  — Meeting  subscriptions 
$14  — Low  income  and  student 
$ 8 — remainder  of  1995 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 
Meeting 

Friends  Bulletin , 1620  NW  Menlo  Drive, 
Corvallis,  OR  97330. 

V Z 


Nominating  Committee 

Nominating  Committee  places  before  the  Steering  Com- 
mittee the  names  of  Friends  who  make  yearly  meeting 
activities  happen.  An  all-volunteer  organization,  NPYM 
demands  large  donations  of  time  from  many  people.  Over 
60  people  have  worked  for  you  this  past  year.  Some  of 
them  are  just  going  into  the  intense  work  of  annual  session. 
All  were  recruited  by  the  Nominating  Committee. 

People  who  hold  special  responsibilities  for  the  annual 
session  may  also  be  recruited  by  the  Annual  Session  Plan- 
ning Committee.  The  volunteer  coordinator  helps  this 
committee  find  people  whose  skills  make  the  session  work. 
If  you  would  like  to  help,  please  let  John  Allcott,  Norm 
Pasche,  or  your  Steering  Committee  representative  know. 
If  you  know  someone  who  would  be  perfect  for  a specific 
task,  please  contact  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Nominating  clerk  is  John  Allcott,  (503)  342-7351),  2650 
Cresta  de  Ruta  St,  Eugene,  Oregon,  97403.  Volunteer  coordi- 
nator for  Annual  Session  is  Norm  Pasche,  (206)  784-5556.0 

Annual  Session  Planning  Committee 

The  other  primary  standing  committee  is  Annual  Ses- 
sion Planning  Committee.  The  General  Arrangements  clerk 
has  the  main  responsibilities  for  planning  the  logistics  and 
making  sure  that  everything  is  ready  for  the  program  and 
for  Friends  when  they  arrive.  Annual  Session  Ministry  and 
Oversight  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  worship  and 
good  order  of  events,  while  the  program  clerk  coordinates 
all  activities.  All  of  this  is  presided  over  by  the  presiding 
clerk,  who  also  clerks  all  sessions  of  meeting  for  worship 
for  business  and  is  spokesperson  for  the  yearly  meeting. 

Presiding  clerk  is  Margaret  Sorrel  (206)  632-9566.  General 
Arrangements  clerk  is  Eric  Palmer,  (360)  491-4898,  and  Min- 
istry and  Oversight  clerk  is  Maurice  Warner,  (206)  526-7166. □ 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Secretary 

Lexanne  Bumm  of  University  and  Salmon  Bay  Meet- 
ings is  the  Yearly  Meeting's  first  employee.  For  some  time, 
the  amount  of  paperwork  coming  to  Yearly  Meeting  has 
been  growing.  Keeping  up  with  all  this  paper  has  become 
more  than  a volunteer  job,  thus.  Annual  Session  and  Steering 
Committee  approved  hiring  a part-time  clerical  worker. 

The  secretary  also  keeps  the  stock  of  Faith  and  Practice  as 
well  as  other  yearly  meeting  publications. 

Lexanne  began  work  in  January.  She  has  experience 
running  her  own  dog-training  business  and  has  worked  as 
a professional  cook.  She  says  she's  done  almost  every  job 
available.  She  moved  to  the  Northwest  from  Bakersfield, 
California,  in  1988  and  became  a member  of  University 
Meeting  (Seattle)  in  1993. 

She  has  arranged  a small  yearly  meeting  office  in  her 
living  room.  For  once,  all  yearly  meeting  documents  are  in 
one  place.  Lexanne  likes  to  visit  Quakers  and  hopes  to 
travel  to  different  meetings.  Her  current  dogs  are  named 
Trivia  and  Gracie.  Lexanne  can  reached  at  (206)  633-4860.D 
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Reminders 

• Early  registration  is  very  much  appreciated.  It 
is  better  to  register  and  cancel  if  necessary  than  to 
register  late.  Our  fees  strive  to  convince  Friends  of 
the  economy  of  early  registration  and  the  high  cost 
of  walk-ins. 

• Financial  aid  is  available,  both  from  monthly 
meetings  and  from  Yearly  Meeting.  Those  with 
needs  must  make  requests  through  their  local  meet- 
ing. Because  not  all  monthly  meetings  and  worship 
groups  have  an  aid  fund,  clerks  must  send  the 
registrar  a list  of  Friends  who  have  been  approved 
to  receive  yearly  meeting  support  by  the  yearly 
meeting's  process  before  July  10, 1995.  □ 

Annual  Session 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  meet  at  The  Evergreen  State  College  in  Olympia,  Washington,  July  20-23,  for  its  23rd 
Annual  Session.  Our  Yearly  Meeting  Annual  Session  is  a wonderful  time  for  fellowship,  spiritual  nurture,  and 
networking  on  similar  concerns.  It  is  a time  when  we  rekindle  friendships  which,  due  to  distance,  have  to  weather  a whole 
year  between  contacts.  Our  time  at  Yearly  Meeting  is  divided  between  many  activities,  and  often  we  are  left  wishing  we 
could  have  a whole  week  of  such  richness.  We  have  several  opportunities  for  worship-sharing  or  worship-discussion, 
with  queries  often  centered  around  the  theme  of  the  Annual  Session. 

We  hear  reports  about  the  work  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee,  the  Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation,  or  the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation.  Opportunities  abound  for  more  in-depth  study  in  a wide 
variety  of  interest  groups.  We  consider  concerns  in  our  plenary  sessions  that  have  been  previously  seasoned  by  a monthly 
meeting.  We  worship,  we  sing,  we  dance,  we  play  with  each  others'  children.  Some  camp  out,  while  others  stay  in  college 
dorm  rooms.  It  is  a wonderful  opportunity  to  be  part  of  the  wider  circle  of  Friends  and  to  return  home  enriched  by  that 
broadened  perspective. 

We  are  looking  forward  this  year  to  a change  from  our  Friend-in-Residence  tradition  and  instead  have  invited  the 
Growth  and  Prevention  Theater  Company  to  perform  a play  entitled  The  Hurt  of  One  for  our  keynote  presentation.  It  is 
a dramatic  performance  that  depicts  the  racism  inherent  in  our  schools  and  communities  and  challenges  us  to  look  at  our 
own  behaviors  and  attitudes.  They  will  lead  a discussion  with  us  following  the  performance  and  subsequently  lead 
interest  groups  and  meet  with  Junior  Friends.  Their  gentle  and  forgiving  offering  to  us  promises  to  open  our  eyes  to 
pockets  of  cultural  bias  we  might  never  have  seen  before.  Through  this,  we  hope  to  deepen  our  spiritual  commitment  to 
work  for  a better  world. 

I hope  that  those  of  you  who  have  never  attended  a North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Annual  Session  will  consider  doing 
so  this  year.  Friends  of  all  ages  love  yearly  meeting.  Specific  programs  are  planned  for  children,  middle  school  and  high 
school-aged  youth  and  those  of  college  age. 

Registration  forms  are  available  from  your  monthly  meeting,  preparative  meeting,  or  worship  group  or  directly  from 
the  registrar:  Louis  Webster,  1218  N Sherwood  St,  Spokane,  Washington  99201,  (509)  328-5228,  (lemjw@aol.com). 

Beware!  Attendance  at  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Annual  Session  can  be  addictive.  You  might  find  yourself  coming 
back  year  after  year.  □ 

Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk 

Interest  Groups 

Interest  groups  are  an  important  part  of  our  Annual 
Session,  providing  opportunities  for  sharing  and  discussion 
on  a broad  variety  of  topics.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  an  expert 
in  order  to  facilitate  an  interest  group,  but  only  to  have  an 
interest  in  a subject  and  some  idea  of  how  to  explore  it  with 
a small  group  of  fellow  seekers.  Interest  group  times  will  be 
Friday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  July  21-22. 

If  interested,  contact  Don  Goldstein,  11135  107th 
Ave  SW,  Vashon,  WA  98070,  (206)  567-5246(h), 

(206)  543-401  l(w).  □ 
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To  Our  Readers 

by  Annis  Bleeke,  Treasurer, 

Board  of  Directors,  Friends  Bulletin 

Friends  Bulletin  has  been  keeping  Friends  in  touch  for 
61  years.  It  is  the  official  publication  of  Intermountain, 
North  Pacific,  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meetings,  with  board 
members  appointed  by  each  yearly  meeting.  The  maga- 
zine reflects  our  yearly  meetings  with  calls  to  annual 
sessions;  reports  of  those  sessions;  reports  of  Friends' 
gatherings  in  the  West;  reports  of  lives  of  individuals, 
meetings,  and  worship  groups  of  the  yearly  meetings;  and 
articles  on  topics  of  common  interest  among  the  yearly 
meetings. 

The  board  of  the  Friends  Bulletin  met  recently  to  direct 
that  work.  We  reviewed  the  work  of  the  editor  and  found 
it  well  done.  We  reviewed  the  content  and  style  of  the 
magazine  and  gave  advice  to  the  editor.  And  we  reviewed 
the  finances,  with  some  distress.  Five  or  six  years  of  service 
with  increasing  expenses  and  no  increase  in  subscription 
price  have  caught  up  with  us.  A new  contract  with  our 
printer  and  increases  in  postal  rates,  actual  and  antici- 
pated, caused  us  to  adopt  a revised  budget  reflecting  an 
additional  $3,000  in  expenses  for  this  year.  This  money 
will  have  to  come  from  our  very  small  reserves  and  in- 
creased contributions. 

You,  the  readers,  subscribers,  and  contributors  to  Friends 
Bulletin  are  the  major  source  of  income  for  the  magazine.  In 
1993  and  1994,  50  per  cent  of  the  income  came  from 
subscriptions;  28  per  cent  from  yearly  meeting  subsidies; 
18  per  cent  from  contributions;  and  4 per  cent  from  sources 
such  as  advertising  and  interest.  The  board  is  working 
with  the  yearly  meetings  to  find  ways  to  increase  the 
number  of  subscribers.  Our  contributors  come  from  among 
our  subscribers  and  we  ask  for  their  additional  support. 
Without  the  yearly  meeting  subsidies  and  individual  and 
monthly  meeting  contributions,  we  estimate  the  cost  of 
publishing  Friends  Bulletin  this  year  would  be  $33  per 
subscriber. 

There  are  simple  things  you  can  do  to  increase  income 
in  these  categories.  Encourage  others  to  subscribe.  Orga- 
nize the  group  subscription  for  your  monthly  meeting. 
Ask  your  monthly  meeting  to  subscribe  for  all  members. 
Buy  gift  subscriptions  for  Friends.  Encourage  your  yearly 
meeting  to  increase  the  subsidy.  Ask  your  monthly  meet- 
ing to  budget  a contribution.  Contribute  yourself. 

All  this  may  not  be  enough.  At  the  Fall  meeting,  the 
board  of  Friends  Bulletin  will  consider  what  subscription 
price  increase  may  be  necessary  to  allow  us  to  continue  to 
publish. 

Friends  Bulletin  has  been  keeping  Friends  in  touch  for 
61  years.  The  board  is  committed  to  maintain  that  mission. 
We  need  your  help.  ■ 

Annis  Bleeke  adds:  I have  been  a subscriber  for  only  25  or  30  of 
those  years.  In  the  magazine's  pages  I have  followed  the  groivth 

Continued  in  next  column. 
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Guatemala  Friends  Scholarship 
and  Loan  Program 

In  1973  the  Guatemala  Friends  Worship  Group  started 
a student  loan  program  with  only  one  student.  In  1995  a 
budget  of  $40,000  provides  for  about  80  students.  In  22 
years  almost  400  have  received  help  and  are  now  practic- 
ing their  professions. 

There  are  some  significant  changes  in  the  fields  in 
which  students  study.  Fewer  are  studying  to  be  bilingual 
teachers  and  rural  health  technicians — positions  much 
needed — because  graduates  have  difficulty  getting  gov- 
ernment jobs. 

There  is  a sizable  increase  in  requests  for  aid  in  study- 
ing nursing  and  education  for  the  home,  fields  in  which 
jobs  are  more  plentiful.  The  latter  is  a unique  career  here, 
where  young  women  are  able  to  teach  other  women  nutri- 
tion and  a variety  of  skills  that  may  help  them  improve  the 
quality  of  life  in  their  homes,  and  to  earn  some  money  at 
home  as  well. 

To  contribute  to  the  program,  send  a designated  check 
to  Helen  Perkins,  887  Sonoma  Ave,  #10,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 
95404,  (707)  542-1571. 

For  a tax-deductible  contribution,  send  to  Redwood  For- 
est Friends  Meeting,  c/o  Treasurer,  P.O.  Box  1831,  Santa 
Rosa,  CA  95402,  or  Orange  Grove  Friends  Meeting,  c/o 
Treasurer,  526  E Orange  Grove  Ave,  Pasadena,  CA  91104.  ■ 


Board  of  Directors  of  Friends  Bulletin:  Rob  Roy  Woodman , Randy 
Herrick-Stare,  Pat  Daggerty,  Arden  Pierce , Annis  Bleeke.  Editor: 
Nancy  Yarnall.  Fall,  1994. 


Continued  from  previous  column, 
of  Friends  of  the  unprogrammed  tradition  in  the  West.  When  I 
moved  to  Multnomah  Meeting  in  1964,  we  were  a part  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting.  Then  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  separated  and 
became  North  Pacific,  Intermountain,  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ings. Friends  Bulletin  remains  one  of  our few  joint  endeavors  as 
each  yearly  meeting  appoints  members  to  the  board  which  directs 
the  work  of  the  Friends  Bulletin. 


Staff  photo. 
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A Reflection  on  Prayer 

by  Iris-Marie  Graville, 

Bellingham  Preparative  Meeting 

I believe  in  prayer.  I don't  have  a specific  time  I pray 
each  day,  but  rather  I try  to  be  in  prayer  (even  if  just  for  a 
few  seconds)  throughout  the  day.  My  prayers  typically  are 
short  offerings  of  thanks  or  praise,  or  requests  for  guid- 
ance, strength,  or  forgiveness.  Generally,  I focus  on  things 
in  my  immediate  surroundings  — family,  friends,  work, 
home  — but  at  times  I include  faraway  people,  places,  and 
events. 

Since  moving  from  Bellingham,  Washington,  (a  city  of 
50,000  people,  90  miles  north  of  Seattle)  to  Stehekin,  the 
content  of  my  prayers  has  changed.  Stehekin  is  a remote 
village  with  70  year-round  residents  in  the  heart  of  the 
North  Cascades  and  at  the  head  of  55-mile-long  Lake 
Chelan  in  North  Central  Washington.  There  are  no  roads 
to  Stehekin;  you  get  there  by  passenger  ferry,  float  plane,  or 
by  hiking  in  over  mountain  passes.  Phone  service  is  lim- 
ited to  a single  pay  phone  at  the  boat  landing  for  outgoing 
calls  only.  There  are  no  movie  theaters,  shopping  malls,  or 
video  rental  stores.  There  are  no  grocery  stores,  either.  You 
get  groceries  by  sending  a list  and  a blank  check  to  one  of 
the  stores  at  the  other  end  of  Lake  Chelan  and  waiting  for 
your  order  and  receipt  to  arrive  on  the  boat.  In  the  winter, 
mail  arrives  and  goes  out  by  boat  only  three  days  a week. 

These  changes  in  my  lifestyle  gave  rise  to  the  following 
reflection  on  prayer  one  morning  last  summer  as  I rode 
my  bicycle  the  six  miles  from  my  home  to  the  boat 
landing  that  connects  Stehekin  to  the  "outside  world." 

In  Bellingham,  I prayed  for  strength  and  wisdom  to 
deal  with  communicable  disease  outbreaks,  staff  short- 
ages, and  the  bureaucracy  of  a county  health  department. 

In  Stehekin,  I pray  I won't  oversleep  and  arrive  late  to 
my  job  at  the  bakery.  (The  day  starts  at  4 a.m.) 

There,  I prayed  for  safety  as  cars,  trucks,  and  buses  sped 
past  my  trusty  two- wheeler. 

Here,  I pray  that  there  are  no  bears  in  my  path  as  I 
bicycle  to  work. 

There,  I asked  for  forgiveness  for  longing  for  a new  car 
with  a sun  roof. 

Here,  I give  thanks  when  the  1952  pickup  we  drive 
starts  and  that  I don't  have  to  spend  time  looking  for  the 
keys.  (They're  always  in  the  ignition!) 

There,  I seldom  prayed  about  the  weather,  never  hav- 
ing suffered  more  than  a few  minor  inconveniences  be- 
cause of  it. 

Here,  I pray  mightily  for  the  safety  and  skill  of 
firefighters  protecting  our  valley  from  nearby  forest  fires 
and  for  heavy  rains  to  moisten  the  tree-covered 
mountainsides  surrounding  our  valley. 

There,  I gave  thanks  for  paper  recycling  for  all  the 
"junk  mail"  and  for  times  when  the  ringing  of  the  phone 
ceased. 


In  this  home,  I pray  for  mail  of  any  kind,  especially  that 
with  news  of  loved  ones  in  other  places. 

There  I rarely  made  time  to  hike  in  the  mountains. 

While  hiking  in  these  mountains,  I pray  for  relief  from 
the  swarming  and  biting  black  flies. 

There,  my  prayers  were  often  cries  of  pain  for  the 
suffering  of  people  I learned  about  in  the  news. 

Here,  I am  grateful  to  not  be  bombarded  by  the  media 
but  pray  I can  stay  connected  with  some  of  the  harsh 
realities  of  others'  lives. 

There,  I often  felt  distant  from  God  and  gave  thanks  for 
reminders  of  the  Spirit's  presence. 

Here,  I easily  see  God  in  the  beauty  that  everywhere 
surrounds  me,  but  still  seek  the  courage  to  listen  to  God's 
voice  and  follow  wherever  it  leads. 

Thank  you , God,  for  listening  to  us  wherever  we  are,  no 
matter  how  serious  or  trivial  our  calls  are,  and  thank  you  for 
being  present  in  all  places  and  in  all  people  and  in  all  things  (even 
the  black  flies).  • 


Listening  for  Truth 

by  Gene  Knudsen  Hoffman,  Santa  Barbara  Meeting 

"Listening  for  Truth"  was  presented  as  a talk  at  the  June  1994 
conference  of  Pax  2100  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica.  This  conference 
included  a visit  to  the  Quaker  Settlement  in  Monte  Verde.  Pax 
2100  is  a project  for  peace  initiated  by  the  Goleta  Presbyterian 
Church  of  California.  Its  intent  is  to  introduce  the  peace  reli- 
gions of  the  world  to  people  who  zoish  to  learn  about  them. 

Gandhi  once  declared  that  if  he  had  not  been  born  a 
Hindu,  he  would  have  been  a Christian  because  he  so 
revered  the  teachings  of  Jesus.  He  felt  that  to  teach  Jesus' 
way  in  India,  he  had  to  reveal  similar  teachings  in  Hindu 
scriptures.  In  one  of  his  booklets  he  transposed  a familiar 
phrase  and  gave  it  new  meaning.  The  title  of  this  booklet 
is  Truth  is  God.  This  made  a radical  change  in  my  thinking. 
It  means  to  me  that  anything  my  mind  clings  to  as  Truth  is 
not  God  and  is  temporary  and  transitory;  it  exists  for  me 
until  a fuller  Truth  is  revealed. 

As  a Quaker  I believe  that  revelation  is  ongoing:  God  is 
constantly  revealing  new  Truths  to  human  beings.  I also 
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believe  that  each  person  may  perceive  a portion  of  this 
Truth,  and  that  listening  for  new  revelations  can  be  a daily 
discipline. 

I am  not  suggesting  that  we  are  to  abandon  our 
familiar  Truths  and  religions  — only  that  we  open  our 
hearts  to  those  we  discover  in  other  people,  religions,  and 
parts  of  the  world.  I believe  God  provides  everyone  with 
Divine  Truth,  and  peace  in  2100  will  not  come  about  unless 
we  listen  for  Truth  in  peoples,  cultures,  nations,  religions, 
and  interpretations  of  religions  quite  different  from  our 
own.  Because  listening  will  often  be  difficult,  strange,  even 
antithetical  to  our  own  perspective,  we  must  listen  with 
the  open  heart. 

Ecclesiastes  tells  us  this  when  he  says,  "To  everything 
there  is  a season,  a time  to  sow  and  a time  to  reap;  a time  to 
seek  and  a time  to  lose;  a time  to  break  down  and  a time  to 
build  up.  . . ."  Ecclesiastes  says  to  me  that  nothing  is 
without  Truth.  God  has  been  revealed  to  people  in  a 
fashion  suitable  to  their  time  and  place.  To  the  Jews  was 
revealed  the  Torah;  to  the  Christians,  the  Gospels;  to  the 
Hindus,  the  Bhagavad  Gita;  to  the  Buddhists,  the  Sutras;  to 
the  Moslems,  the  Koran. 

We  are  on  a journey  to  learn  how  the  Truths  of  peace 
and  nonviolence  were  revealed  through  different  reli- 
gions. We  listen  to  Quakers  to  learn  how  they  adopted  and 
practiced  Truths  in  their  lives.  We  may  find  ourselves 
richer  by  listening  and  honoring  their  experiences.  In  the 
quest  for  peace,  we  need  to  open  ourselves  to  new  percep- 
tions our  culture  often  denies.  And  so,  we  listen. 

I am  not  talking  about  listening  with  the  human  ear.  I 
am  talking  about  "discernment/'  which  means  to  perceive 
something  hidden  and  obscure.  We  must  listen  with  our 
spiritual  ear,  the  one  inside,  and  this  is  very  different  from 
deciding  in  advance  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  and 
then  seeking  to  promote  our  own  agenda.  We  must  liter- 
ally suspend  our  belief  and  then  listen  to  learn  whether 
what  we  hear  expands  or  diminishes  our  sense  of  Truth. 

Our  call,  as  I perceive  it,  is  to  see  that  within  all  life  is 
the  Mystery — God.  It  is  within  the  African  and  the 
Afrikaner,  the  Iraqi,  the  Serb,  and  the  American.  It  is  within 
each  religion  on  earth.  Our  task  is  to  sift  the  wheat  from  the 
chaff,  because  in  each  religion  there  is  both.  Through 
nonjudgmental  listening,  we  may  awaken  to  it  in  both 
strange  and  familiar  places  and  thus  learn  the  God  that 
resides  in  a religion  or  in  an  individual. 

For  peace  to  happen,  I believe  there  must  be  peacemak- 
ing groups  who  can  be  trusted  by  all  sides,  that  find  the 
divine  in  the  "enemy,"  and  carry  that  message  wherever 
they  go. 

I began  with  Gandhi  and  I shall  close  with  him.  I will 
give  you  a talisman  which  has  always  inspired  me. 
Gandhi  reminded  us  that  there  exists  within  each  person  a 
power,  an  energy,  equal  to  the  force  of  an  atom  bomb  — a 
loving  power,  a caring  power,  a healing  power  for  peace. 
I believe  it  is  time  for  us  to  release  this  power  in  new  ways.* 


Friendly  News 

Montana  Gathering  of  Friends 

by  Jim  Coates,  Red  Lodge  Worship  Group 

Summer  MGOF  is  Family  Time 

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  summer 
meeting  of  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends  is  the  opportu- 
nity for  families  to  connect  with  their  own  members  in  a 
simple  setting  among  beautiful  mountains.  Surrounded 
by  evergreens  and  aspens,  within  a puddle-jump  of  a clear 
gurgling  stream,  at  the  base  of  the  high  peaks  of  the 
Absaroka  Range,  families  can  share  the  wonder  of  cre- 
ation and  that  of  God  within  it  all. 

It  is  a weekend  retreat  from  the  daily  grinds  and  rou- 
tines that  are  so  often  carried  with  us  into  every  part  of  our 
lives,  and  a return  to  the  ties  which  bind  us  to  others  within 
our  own  families.  Sharing  tents,  tipis,  or  one-or-two  room 
cabins  with  one  another  affords  a closeness  possibly  not 
experienced  too  often  in  the  hustle  of  the  rest  of  the  year. 
Games,  activities,  and  excursions  are  always  planned  for 
intergenerational  contact  and  fun.  This  coming  summer, 
August  18-20,  Montana  Friends  will  develop  those  con- 
tacts even  further  at  Summer  MGOF. 

The  emphasis  of  the  gathering  will  be  children,  and  all 
worship-sharing  groups  except  one  will  be  intergener- 
ational. The  theme,  "Sharing  Our  Fondest  Dreams,"  is  one 
in  which  children  should  feel  included,  perfect  dreamers 
and  sharers  that  they  are. 

A special  pre-gathering  campout  is  also  being  planned 
for  kids  and  their  families.  A backpacking  trip  into  the 
mountains  near  the  camp  will  include  an  overnight 
campout  and  lots  of  family  fun  with  a return  to  Luccock 
Park,  our  gathering  place  near  Livingston,  Montana,  the 
day  MGOF  begins.  The  trip  should  prove  to  be  another 
excellent  way  for  families  of  Montana  Friends  to  share 
their  closeness  with  other  Friends  and  their  experiences  in 
the  Light,  m 

Epicenters 

Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  is  encour- 
aging Friends  of  FCNL  to  form  Epicenters — Centers  for 
Exploring  Policy  Ideas.  These  small  groups  will  consider 
important  public  policy  issues  in  an  atmosphere  of  civil 
dialogue,  where  many  different  viewpoints  may  be  heard. 

Discussion  topics  will  be  drawn  from  the  legislative 
priorities  chosen  by  FCNL's  General  Committee.  The  first 
(pilot)  series  was  about  the  federal  budget:  military  spend- 
ing, community  needs,  and  "the  big  picture"  (the  deficit 
and  the  federal  debt).  The  next  series  will  be  about  the  arms 
trade.  Later  this  year  there  will  be  a discussion  guide  about 
the  concerns  of  indigenous  peoples  all  over  the  world. 

For  information  about  organizing  an  EPIcenter,  write 
to:  Epicenters,  FCNL,  245  Second  St.  NE;  Washington,  DC 
20002,  or  call  (202)  547-6000.  ■ 


PAGE  144  — JUNE  1995 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Friendly  News  (Continued) 


Colorado  Regional  Meeting 

by  Randy  Herrick-Stare,  Mountain  View  Meeting 

Adult  Education  in  Colorado 

The  last  year  has  seen  a resurgence  of  programs  by 
monthly  meetings  to  educate  their  members  and  attenders. 
This  seems  to  be  a response  to  a perceived  need  more  than 
a response  to  the  evidence  of  past  practices.  The  percep- 
tions and  reasons  vary  from  meeting  to  meeting  and  from 
Friend  to  Friend. 

For  some,  the  impulse  to  either  educate  or  learn  arises 
from  the  fact  that  some  persons,  perhaps  fleeing  other 
faiths,  but  not  well  schooled  in  Quaker  principles,  are 
drawn  to  Friends.  For  these,  religious  education  is  simply 
the  care  and  feeding  of  spiritual  refugees.  For  others,  there 
appears  to  be  a concern  with  maintaining  a spiritual  center 
during  a time  when  the  number  of  worship  groups  seems 
to  be  increasing.  Yet  others  believe  that  rusty  skills  and  a 
loss  of  focus  allowed  recent  conflicts  within  a meeting  to 
produce  destructive  levels  of  anger.  Finally,  as  always, 
there  are  those  who  feel  that  searching  is  the  fundamental 
task  of  Friends,  and  education  is  the  best  way  to  proceed 
with  the  spiritual  journey . The  result  has  been  a number  of 
efforts  at  education. 

In  the  Boulder  Meeting,  activities  have  ranged  from 
the  annual  Gottlieb  Lecture  to  topical  potlucks.  This  year's 
Gottlieb  Lecture  was  presented  by  Matilda  Hansen,  a 
Friend  and  an  experienced  politician;  she  spoke  on  "A 
Quaker  Perspective  of  Ethics  and  Politics:  My  20  Years  in 
the  Wyoming  Legislature." 

Fall  potlucks  addressed  the  fundamental  charge  of 
leading  a worshipful  life  outside  the  Meeting.  Spring 
potluck  discussions  are  focusing  on  the  life  and  teachings 
of  Jesus.  This  is  a lot  of  education  during  a time  when 
these  Friends  are  redesigning  their  meeting  house,  under- 
taking outreach,  participating  in  a water  pollution  lawsuit, 
and  providing  significant  opportunities  for  fellowship. 

At  Mountain  View  Meeting,  education  of  members 
and  attenders  received  minimal  attention  during  the  con- 
flicts of  1994,  but  are  coming  to  the  fore  in  1995.  During 
the  January  1995  retreat  facilitated  by  Arlene  Kelly,  a 
common  theme,  whether  in  the  context  of  trying  to  under- 
stand the  source  and  dynamics  of  the  controversies  or  in 
the  context  of  seeking  solutions,  was  the  need  for  educa- 
tion, discussion,  and  recommitment  to  Quaker  fundamen- 
tals. While  the  meeting  is  undertaking  to  heal  its  wounds, 
discussions  about  how  best  to  address  these  concerns  are 
common.  A Quaker  studies  program  of  some  sort  will 
probably  start  in  the  fall. 

Fort  Collins  Meeting  has  conducted  a series  of  classes  on 
William  Penn  for  both  adults  and  children.  There  have  been 
a series  of  evening  discussions  on  the  effectiveness  of  prayer 
based  upon  the  book  Healing  Words  by  Larry  Dassey.  ■ 


Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Ruth  Arrison  Evan,  Eugene  Meeting 

Umpqua  Valley  Worship  Group  in  Roseburg,  Or- 
egon, is  experimenting  with  alternating  silent  meetings 
with  meetings  which  begin  in  silence  and  end  with  a 
preplanned  meditation  or  a class.  Potlucks  follow  on  the 
last  Sunday  of  the  month.  Umpqua  Valley  meets  at  9:30  a.m. 
at  308  SE  Jackson.  For  information  call  (503)  673-1522. 

Lois  Barton,  clerk  of  the  Outreach  Committee  for  North 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  Pattiebuff  Bear,  clerk  of 
Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting  are  travelling  together  to 
as  many  of  the  meetings  and  worship  groups  in  the  Quar- 
ter as  they  can.  Travelling  about  once  a month,  they  have 
visited  Florence  Worship  Group,  Umpqua  Valley  Wor- 
ship Group,  and  Corvallis  Meeting.  As  they  journey  they 
learn  of  isolated  groups  of  Friends  they  hope  to  be  able  to 
visit  also.  Lois  said  it  is  a comfort  to  find  attenders,  seekers, 
convinced  Friends  and  long-time  experienced  Friends 
wherever  they  go.  Pattiebuff  finds  the  worship  and  fellow- 
ship deeply  meaningful.  Corvallis  Friends  said,  "We  wish 
more  people  would  visit  each  other  because  we  have  a 
Quarterly  Meeting  family." 

Multnomah  Meeting  encourages  members  and 
attenders  to  visit  worship  groups  under  their  care  the  first 
Sunday  of  each  month. 

Fanno  Creek  Worship  Group  (503)  292-8114,  Central 
Oregon  Worship  Group  (503)  923-3631,  and  Mountain 
View  Worship  Group  (503)  296-3949  usually  don't  meet 
in  July  and  August.  Call  ahead  if  you  plan  to  visit. 

Rogue  Valley  Meeting  which  meets  in  Ashland  has 
outgrown  its  space  in  the  Newman  Center  and  is  consider- 
ing building  in  Talent,  Oregon,  where  land  may  soon  be 
available.  The  Site  Committee  is  submitting  working  plans 
and  a grant  application  to  Friends  General  Conference. 

Boise  Valley  Meeting  is  planning  a "Meaning  of 
Membership"  Quaker  Dialogue  Group. 

Members  of  Corvallis  Meeting  are  continuing  to  talk 
and  to  listen  to  each  other  on  the  topic  of  membership 
procedures.  In  general,  this  has  been  a year  of  gathering 
together,  deepening  relationships,  and  reaching  out  with 
caring  to  each  other. 

Eugene  Meeting  has  been  holding  a Meeting  for  Sup- 
port and  Healing  quarterly.  Many  have  found  the  meeting 
deeply  satisfying  and  have  wanted  to  have  it  more  fre- 
quently. Consequently,  it  will  occur  monthly  on  the  sec- 
ond Friday  evening. 

Florence  Worship  Group  is  planning  an  evening  get- 
acquainted  meeting  for  Lincoln  County  Friends. 

Salem  Meeting  was  recently  able  to  hear  Elise  Boulding 
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College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Ramona  Silipo,  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting 

"With  all  the  influx  of  Asian  gangs  ...  I think  it  is 
time  the  police  or  National  Guard  or  the  plain 
everyday  vigilante  groups  . . . run  them  all  out  of 
town.  If  the  police  can't  keep  us  safe  from  those 
gangs,  then  perhaps  we'll  have  to  do  so  ourselves, 
on  a rail  with  tar  and  feathers.  No  less,  my  home 
is  protected  with  a shotgun,  what  about  your 
home?"  — from  a letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Redding  Record  Searchlight,  April  4,  1995 

At  their  April  meeting  for  business,  Redding  Meeting 
was  asked  to  respond  to  this  letter.  The  passage  of  Califor- 
nia Proposition  187,  by  legitimizing  xenophobia,  has  cre- 
ated an  atmosphere  that  encourages  individuals  and 
groups  to  encourage  bigotry,  spew  hatred,  and  incite 
violent  action.  Friends  may  still  be  stunned  by  the  passage 
of  187,  but  we  must  snap  out  of  it  and  stand  as  Friends  to 
respond  to  such  vitriol  with  intelligence  and  spirit. 

At  the  same  Redding  business  meeting,  Jeannie  Meyer 
presented  a proposal  that  Friends  become  more  actively 
involved  in  local  projects: 

"I  am  not  suggesting  that  we  forget  about  the 
world  'out  there,'"  Meyer  said,  "but  we  have 
some  major  needs  of  peace-and-justice  building 
right  here  in  our  own  community.  I am  proposing 
that  the  local  peace  and  justice  community  unite 
in  some  local  projects  [to]  encourage  more  posi- 
tive problem  solving  to  replace  the  negative 
atmosphere  in  which  we  now  live." 

Redwood  Forest  Meeting's  March  newsletter  included 
a note  about  the  Pickett  Fund,  in  memory  of  Clarence 
Pickett,  longtime  executive  secretary  of  AFSC.  The  Fund 
encourages  young  Friends  to  apply  for  financial  assistance 
of  up  to  $2,000  to  support  one  year  of  service  to  social  needs 
of  interest  to  Quakers  as  well  as  the  larger  community. 
Interested  Friends  may  contact  Paul  Johnson  at  (707)  538- 
8467,  for  more  information. 

In  their  April  newsletter.  Redwood  Forest  Meeting 
reports  that,  "After  a twelve  year  effort,  we  are  planning  to 
move  to  the  new  meeting  house  . . . within  the  next  few 
months." 

Tuesday,  March  21,  was  Appleseed  Meeting's  fourth 
birthday.  Their  March  newsletter  also  carried  the  announce- 
ment, "At  last  we  are  a monthly  meeting  with  members!" 

The  Peace  and  Social  Concerns  Committee  of  Reno 
Meeting  has  begun  a simple  program  for  the  Meeting  to 
learn  more  about  the  concerns  that  members  and 
attenders  are  addressing  as  individuals  in  their  communi- 
ties. At  the  rise  of  each  Meeting,  one  or  two  people  briefly 
tell  the  Meeting  about  their  activities. 

The  Motherlode  Stage  Company,  headed  by  Stuart 
Smith  of  Grass  Valley  Meeting,  takes  performing  arts  into 
the  Placer  County  juvenile  detention  facilities.  In  the  past 

Continued  in  next  column. 


New  Mexico  Regional  News 

by  Elizabeth  Buckley  and  Deborah  Richards 

Spring  New  Mexico  Regional  Meeting  (NMRM)  met 
April  28-30  at  Kingston,  New  Mexico,  around  the  theme 
of  our  Quaker  presence  and  action  in  the  world  and  of 
how  the  world  enters  into  our  Quaker  life.  Nominating 
Clerk  Cathy  Turner  reported  that  Helen  Corneli  and 
Margarite  Culp  of  Santa  Fe  Meeting  will  be  co-recording 
clerks  for  IMYM  this  summer.  The  IMYM  children's 
program  coordinator  for  1996-1997  has  not  been  found, 
although  several  Friends  have  agreed  to  assist.  Adminis- 
tratively, NMRM  is  entering  a transition  period  with  the 
following  positions  open:  clerk,  recording  clerk,  and 
nominating  clerk. 

Friends  listened  to  State  of  the  Meeting  reports  bring- 
ing news  of  the  life,  concerns,  joys,  and  struggles  that 
monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups  experienced  over 
the  course  of  the  past  year. 

Las  Cruces  Meeting  has  been  celebrating  marriages: 
Anna  Moya  and  Larry  Underwood  on  December  18, 1994; 
Vickie  Aldrich  and  Tim  Reed  on  April  8;  and  Katherine 
Lazorko  and  David  Brower  on  May  21.  Gila  Meeting, 
acknowledging  the  significant  number  of  members  who 
are  becoming  more  physically  frail,  affirmed:  "We  are  a 
meeting  — with  a life  if  not  vigor."  Chamisa  Preparative 
Meeting,  Santa  Fe  Meeting  and  Albuquerque  Meeting 
all  spoke  of  the  influx  of  new  attenders  curious  and 
wanting  to  know  more  about  Quakerism.  Santa  Fe  Meet- 
ing spoke  of  how  it  has  been  seeking  "to  come  closer  to 
the  Quaker  ideal  of  every  Friend  a minister."  Soccoro 
Meeting  has  a new  convener:  Colin  Wightman.  Gallup 
Worship  Group  continues  to  maintain  a core  group, 
despite  key  attenders  and  members  moving  on.  They 
described  themselves  as  "a  little  light  that  just  will  not  go 
out."  Durango  Meeting  spoke  of  how  it  continues  "to 
devote  much  energy  to  the  completion  of  our  meeting 
house  which  will  stand  as  a 'Shelter  for  our  Spirit.'" 
Throughout  NMRM,  many  Friends  have  often  felt  out  of 
step  with  the  world  at  large  and  consistently  seek  to  listen 
to  the  "still  small  voice"  guiding  each  one  of  us. 

Such  inner  promptings  lead  us,  your  Friends  Bulletin 
correspondents,  to  devote  more  of  our  energies  to  the 
calling  of  the  creative  life:  Deborah  as  photographer, 
Elizabeth  as  tapestry  artist.  This  being  our  last  column, 
we  wish  our  successor  as  joy-filled  an  experience  as  we 
have  had.  ■ 


Continued  from  previous  column. 
two  decades,  theater  and  dance  have  been  recognized  as 
powerful  tools  to  educate  and  to  heal,  even  by  the  medical 
and  penal  establishments.  Stuart  is  a Friend  with  a gift  for 
working  with  young  people,  and  his  company  clearly 
takes  Quaker  principles  of  mutual  respect  and  nonvio- 
lence into  places  where  they  are  sorely  needed.  ■ 
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Memorial  Minutes 

Sylvia  Glidden  Loomis 


Long-time  Santa  Fe  resident  Sylvia  Glidden  Loomis 
died  August  30,  1994.  Sylvia  was  born  June  25,  1906,  in 
Keene,  New  Hampshire,  and  raised  in  Ashville,  New 
York.  She  studied  fine  art  at  the  Pratt  Institute  in  Brooklyn, 
New  Y ork,  and  the  Art  Students'  League  in  New  Y ork  City, 
where  she  lived  until  moving  to  Santa  Fe  in  1949. 

She  was  active  in  Santa  Fe 's  historic  preservation  move- 
ment, serving  as  executive  director  of  the  Old  Santa  Fe 
Association  in  the  early  1960s,  as  co-founder  of  the  Historic 
Santa  Fe  Foundation,  and  as  co-author  and  editor  of  the 
first  volume  of  Old  Santa  Fe  Today , published  in  1965.  She 
also  served  on  the  board  of  the  Spanish  Colonial  Arts 
Society,  as  Southwest  representative  of  the  Archives  of 
American  Art  for  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  as  New 
Mexico's  member  of  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Pres- 
ervation in  Washington,  D.C. 

For  seventeen  years  she  wrote  the  lyrics  for  Santa  Fe 
Community  Theater's  annual  melodrama,  for  which  she 
was  made  a life  member.  From  1962  until  her  retirement  in 
1981,  she  was  manager  of  El  Zaguan,  a historic  building 
and  office  of  the  Historic  Santa  Fe  Foundation. 

A member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  she  was  a former 
treasurer,  clerk,  and  trustee  of  Santa  Fe  Meeting.  She  also 
worked  at  the  Pasadena  office  of  the  AFSC. 

She  is  survived  by  her  sister,  Cornelia  Loomis  Hull  of 
Santa  Fe;  her  daughter,  Ilse  Jenkins  Gay  and  husband  T. 
David  Gay  of  Albuquerque;  three  grandsons;  three  great- 
grandchildren; and  numerous  nieces,  nephews,  and  other 
relatives  and  friends.  ■ 

Anne  Ryder 

Anne  Ryder,  age  76,  died  September  26,  1994,  in  Cot- 
tage Grove,  Oregon. 

Anne  was  born  September  23,  1918,  in  Livingston, 
Montana,  but  spent  most  of  her  youth  in  the  Denver, 
Colorado,  area.  In  1936  she  married  William  R.  Kilmer  in 
Colorado.  In  1951  she  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City  with  her 
family  where  she  resided  until  shortly  before  her  death. 

Anne  obtained  a divorce  in  the  1960s.  Following  her 
divorce,  she  opened  her  home  to  foreign  college  students 
and  others  in  need,  which  enriched  her  life  as  well  as  the 
lives  of  those  who  enjoyed  her  hospitality. 

Anne  was  raised  in  a Methodist  home.  Her  first  experi- 
ence with  a Quaker  meeting  took  place  during  a visit  to 
Gallup,  New  Mexico,  after  which  she  sought  out  the  Salt 
Lake  Monthly  Meeting  and  became  a member  in  1986. 

Among  her  many  contributions  to  the  meeting,  she 
helped  organize  the  archives,  faithfully  distributed  the 
FCNL  report,  and  contributed  her  time,  experience,  en- 
ergy, and  love  to  many  projects. 

Anne  had  great  concern  for  the  environment.  She  en- 
joyed gardening,  beekeeping,  hiking,  cross-country  ski- 
ing, philosophical  discussions,  and  many  other  activities. 


due  to  her  desire  for  growth  and  knowledge.  She  was  a 
skilled  watercolorist,  a hobby  she  took  up  late  in  life.  She 
tried  always  to  turn  difficult  situations  into  positive  ones. 

Anne  was  an  example  of  strength  and  spiritual  growth 
and  will  be  greatly  missed  by  the  meeting. 

She  is  survived  by  her  children,  Dorothy  Kilmer  of 
Cottage  Grove,  Oregon;  David  Kilmer  of  Miami,  Florida; 
Stephen  Kilmer  of  Orange,  California;  her  brother,  Donald 
Ryder  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina;  her  sister,  Barbara  Oaks 
of  Tucson,  Arizona;  and  three  grandchildren.  ■ 

Thomas  Thatcher  Robinson 

Thomas  Thatcher  Robinson,  the  youngest  of  six  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  Swarthmore,  Pennsylvania,  on  February 
26, 1928,  to  Louis  and  Caroline  Robinson.  He  divided  his 
childhood  between  the  family  home  in  Swarthmore  (now 
Robinson  House  on  the  Swarthmore  campus)  and  the 
summer  cottage  looking  over  the  Susquehanna  River  near 
Tunkhannock,  Pennsylvania. 

He  graduated  from  George  School  in  1946.  He  received 
his  undergraduate  degree  in  mathematics  from 
Swarthmore  in  1950,  his  masters'  degree  in  mathematics 
from  the  University  of  Chicago  in  1952,  and  his  Ph.D.  in 
mathematical  logic  from  Princeton  in  1963. 

Thatcher  was  father  to  nine  children:  Wendy,  Markus, 
Martin,  Andrew,  Beren,  George,  Samuel,  Max,  and  Kirin, 
with  three  wives:  Gertrude  (Gee  Gee)  Robinson,  Robin 
Whitney,  and  Susan  Applegate. 

Following  his  graduate  studies  in  Chicago,  Thatcher 
and  Gee  Gee  moved  to  Urbana,  Illinois,  where  he  taught 
calculus  at  the  University  of  Illinois.  He  was  involved  in 
many  social  concerns,  including  the  anti-war  movement, 
democratic  politics,  and  participation  in  civil  rights  marches 
in  Selma,  Alabama.  He  marched  in  Washington  D.C.  against 
the  Vietnam  War. 

Two  accidents  claimed  the  lives  of  Martin,  Andrew, 
Robin,  George,  and  Samuel. 

An  interest  in  education  led  to  working  with  Max 
Beberman,  traveling  to  England  to  study  the  British  infant 
system,  teaching  elementary  school  math  and  science  in 
Urbana,  and  operating  an  alternative  elementary  school  in 
Crested  Butte,  Colorado.  He  moved  to  Portland,  Oregon  in 
1975  where  he  taught  part-time  at  OMSI. 

In  1981  Thatcher  married  Elizabeth  Thom,  a classmate 
from  George  School.  The  last  thirteen  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  happily  with  Elizabeth,  raising  Max  and  Kirin.  He 
was  involved  in  the  Breitenbush  community,  participated 
in  annual  family  backpack  trips,  and  had  a philosopher's 
interest  in  the  interaction  between  technology,  the  envi- 
ronment, and  evolution. 

Thatcher's  book,  Conversations  with  a Colorful  Com- 
poser, arrived  from  the  publisher  two  weeks  before  his 
death.  He  died  August  15, 1994.  ■ 
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Advertisements 


Vital  Statistics 


All  ads  published  must  be  consistent  with 
the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends. 
$.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00. 
Add  10%  if  boxed.  Ads  should  be  pre- 
paid, if  possible.  Send  for  information 
sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and  re- 
quirements. Copy  deadline:  30  days  prior 
to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 

VOLUNTEER  MANAGER(S)  OF 
QUAKER  CENTER  IN  MEXICO  CITY: 

Casa  de  los  Amigos  seeks  a live-in  couple 
or  individual  to  manage  its  50-bed  guest 
house  and  service  center.  Requirements: 
familiarity  with  Friends,  some  Spanish,  1 - 
2-year  commitment  beginning  in  sum- 
mer/fall 1 995.  Contact  Tobin  Marsh,  Casa 
de  los  Amigos,  Ignacio  Mariscal  132, 
06030  Mexico  D.F.,  MEXICO,  phone 
(52-5)  705-0521,  fax  705-0771. 

CABIN  ON  PUGET  SOUND 

Libby  Van  Dolsen’s  great  aunt’s  cabin  on 
Key  Peninsula,  Puget  Sound.  Great  view 
ofMt.  Rainier  over  water,  stairs  to  beach. 
19th-century  plumbing,  but  has  real  elec- 
tric lights.  Shower  with  hot  & cold  water, 
porch  swing,  wood  heat,  huckleberries, 
shorebirds.  $40  night,  $200  week,  $600 
month  (bring  sleeping  bags).  $50  refund- 
able cleaning  deposit.  Call  Anita 
Matthay,  (206)  746-0919  or  Michael 
Matthay  (707)  964-81 14. 

Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $ 1 6 for  meeting  sub- 
scriptions (state  meeting),  and  $14  for 
low  income  and  student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin , 1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL) 

seeks  full-time  legislative  secretary  (lob- 
byist). Job  requires  knowledge  of  and 
some  experience  with  legislative  pro- 
cesses; excellent  writing,  research,  and 
communication  skills;  understanding  of 
and  sympathy  with  Friends’  testimonies 
and  FCNL’s  legislative  policies;  excel- 
lent interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  in  coalitions.  Application  deadline 
June  15.  Salary  range  $38,700-$48,400; 
full  benefits.  Send  letter  of  inquiry  to: 
Nancy  Marlow,  FCNL,  245  Second  St 
NE,  Washington,  DC  20002-5795. 


fw: 


Friends  World  Committee 
for  Consultation 


Encouraging  and  strengthening 
spiritual  life  within  the  Society 
through  conferences,  publications, 
and  visitation. 

Helping  Friends  understand  the 
worldwide  and  diverse  character  of 
Quakers  from  liberal  to  evangelical, 
programmed  and  unprogrammed. 

Promoting  consultation  among  all 
kinds  of  Friends,  in  all  places. 

Facilitating  presentation  of  the 
Quaker  message  to  the  world. 

For  more  information: 

FWCC,  Section  of  the  Americas 
1506  Race  Street 
Philadelphia,  PA  19102  USA 
(215)  241-7250 


Beach  House 

KAUA'I — elderly  beach  house, 
available  between  owner’s  retreats.  Sleeps 
five.  Call  for  information  on  care  of  old 
house.  Bring  linens.  Allow  two  hours 
cleanup.  References  required.  Deposit 
$100,  plus  $378  per  week  (negotiable). 
Kit  Glover,  87-226  Holomalia  PI, 
Nanakuli,  HI  96792,  (808)  668-7337. 


Births 

• Athena  Martha  Scott,  born  to  Mona 
and  Eric  Scott,  March  26,  1995, 
La  Jolla  Meeting. 

• Robert  Bayard  Allen,  born  to  Barbara 
and  Roy  Allen,  March  27,  1995, 
Marin  Meeting. 

Deaths 

• Frances  Layer,  December  1,  1994, 
Tempe  Meeting. 

• Philip  Buskirk,  January  30,  1995, 
San  Jose  Meeting. 

• Kristin  Freitas,  February  26,  1995, 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting. 

• Sarah  Beckman  Eichorn,  February 
27,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting. 

» Margarita  Halstead,  March  4,  1995, 
Palo  Alto  Meeting. 

• Rachael  Childrey  Gross,  April  16, 
1995,  Sacramento  Meeting. 

• Virginia  Brink,  April  23,  1995,  Palo 
Alto  Meeting. 

New  Members 

• Bette-B  Bauer,  Eugene. 

• Kathryn  Bowers  (transfer  from  Mid- 
lands, Texas,  Meeting),  Fort  Collins. 

• Janet  Cameron  (transfer  from 
Clearlight  Worship  Group,  Albu- 
querque), Mountain  View. 

• Stan  Grotegut,  Boulder. 

• Laura  Harris  (transfer  from  Palo 
Alto  Meeting),  Rogue  Valley. 

• Don  Helm,  Reno. 

• Carol  Lindell-Ross  (transfer  from 
Multnomah  Meeting),  Salem. 

• Neva  Reece,  Port  Townsend  Worship 
Group  (University). 

• Robin  Severns,  Palo  Alto. 

• Joel  Simmons,  Santa  Barbara. 

• Carla  Taylor  Tandy  (transfer  from 
Palo  Alto  Meeting),  Berkeley. 

• Margaret  Wolcott  (transfer  from  Palo 
Alto  Meeting),  Redwood  Forest.  ■ 

Quaker  Books 

Quaker  Strongholds  has  been  returned  to 
print  in  a quality  hardbound  smythsewn 
edition  for  $14.95.  Also  available  are 
Brother  Lawrence  at  $4.95  (soft)  and  The 
Memoirs  of  Catherine  Phillips  1 726- 1 794 
at  $24.95  (Comb)  $59.95  (hard). 

Wind  & Rock  Press,  PO  Box  624 1 , Chula 
Vista,  CA  91909. 
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Call  to  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting's  49th  Annual  Gathering 

by  Ellie  Huffman,  Clerk 

Let  us  walk  together:  living  our  testimony  on  equality. 

As  clerk  I had  a deeply  moving  experience  last  fall  listening  to  personal 
testimony  on  issues  of  racism  in  California.  Acting  in  concert  with  other  religious 
faiths  who  participated  in  this  activity,  I will  bring  a call  to  action  to  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  concerning  the  institutionalized  practice  of  racism  against  persons  of 
color  in  the  State  of  California.  We  are  asked  to  search  deeply  for  clearness  about 
our  actions  and  their  reflections  of  our  faith. 

When  this  issue  and  its  relationship  to  our  Testimony  on  Equality  was  raised 
at  our  Representative  Committee,  it  became  very  clear  that  there  are  many  facets 
to  the  practice  of  this  Testimony  testing  us  at  this  time.  We  searched  for  words  that 
would  express  our  deep  concerns:  integration,  relationship,  acceptance,  equality. 
Within  this  framework  we  talked  about  adults  recognizing  children  and  young 
adults;  about  gender  issues  and  how  difficult  it  is  to  offer  special  opportunities 
for  these  groups  and  at  the  same  time  mainstream  those  who  feel  left  out.  We  also 
noted  that  among  the  issues  raised  by  the  testimony  on  equality,  distinction  is 
sometimes  made  between  new  and  "entrenched”  Friends.  How  are  we  called  to 
answer? 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  an  occasion  to  consider  our  Testimony  on 
Equality  and  much  more,  including  the  continuing  state  of  change  we  are 
experiencing.  Come,  join  us  as  we  struggle  with  these  issues. 

Let  us  walk  together,  hand  in  hand,  striving  to  live  acceptance  for  all  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  striving  for  a unity  that  stands  tall,  beyond  our  diversity, 
encompassing  our  differences,  blossoming  with  growth  as  we  come  together, 
making  one  circle. 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  meet  at  Craig  Hall,  Chico,  California,  August  2 
through  August  6, 1995.  Representative  Committee  will  meet  on  August  1.  ■ 

Ellie  Huffman,  a member  of  Berkeley  Meeting,  recently  moved  to  Monterey,  California. 

SEE  SPECIAL  NPYM  SECTION  INSIDE 
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So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him;  male  and 
female  created  he  them.  Genesis  1:27 

Created  in  the  Image  of  God 

by  Charlotte  Williams,  Hillsboro  Worship  Group 

My  cousin  sent  me  a photograph  of  my  grandfather  when  Grandfather  was  about 
two.  I have  a photo  of  my  grandson  Dan  at  the  same  age.  They  were  so  alike! 

We  are  created  in  God's  image  and  likeness  in  that  we  can  make  judgments  and  we 
can  behave  in  the  right  way.  There  is,  if  you  will,  a family  resemblance. 

An  image  is  a copy,  not  the  real  thing.  But  we  are  in  God's  image  in  that  we  know 
right  from  wrong,  good  from  evil.  We  can  love  one  another,  live  a peaceful  life,  and  act 
in  a pure  and  chaste  way.  We  share  with  God  in  the  process  of  creation:  we  have 
children,  teach,  have  a garden. 

If  we  are  to  know  what  it  means  to  be  created  in  God's  image,  in  righteousness  and 
holiness,  we  need  to  know  something  about  God,  spend  some  time  getting  to  know 
God.  If  we  are  not  careful,  though,  we  will  create  a small,  inadequate  God  in  our  image, 
instead  of  growing  in  God's. 

We  are  not  mere  animals  in  an  evolutionary  chain;  we  are  like  God.  The  important 
thing  about  us  is  not  our  opposable  thumb,  but  our  soul  with  its  endless  life. 

Dear  God,  may  we  behold  your  glory  and  be  changed  into  the  same  Image,  from  Glory  to  Glory. 
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Logan  Meeting. 


